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Abstract: 
Just follow the steps of most developed countries, Hong Kong and Shanghai experience two 
major demographic trends in the 21st century: population decline and population ageing. 
Focusing on these two striking and critical trends, the present study addresses the question 
of whether replacement migration is a solution to declining and ageing populations for these 
two metropolitan areas. Replacement migration refers to the either international or domestic 
migration that would be needed to offset declines in the size of population, the declines in 
the population of working age, as well as to offset the overall ageing of a population. 
The study computes the size of replacement migration and investigates the possible effects 
of replacement migration on the population size and age structure for Hong Kong and 
Shanghai that have in common a fertility pattern below the replacement level. 
 


